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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 02818 25I808Z 
ACTION ARA-I4 

INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
10-13 EB-08 OMB-01 TRSE-00 STR-07 AID-05 HA-05 
/107 W 

050929 252008Z/72 

R251657Z APR78 
PM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6707 

CONPIDENTIAL PANAMA 2818 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OAS, SHUM, PN 

SUBJECT: OASGA: PANAMA AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: STATE 103851 

1 . WE BELIEVE THAT PANAMA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, AND, IN 
GENERAL, THE HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE. 

TORRIJOS OBVIOUSLY PEELS MUCH CLOSER POLITICALLY TO 
COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA AND COSTA RICA THAN TO THE LIKES 

OP NICARAGUA AND THE SOUTHERN CONE COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION, 

WITH THE RECENT LIBERALIZATION OF PARTY 
ACTIVITIES, GREATER PREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, PERMITTING 
THE RETURN OP EXILES, AND AN ELECTION IN THE OPFING, 

THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT HAS AN IMPROVING RECORD ON 
HUMAN AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. IT IS LIKELY TO SEEK 
TO EXPLOIT THAT IMPROVED RECORD. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, IP PANAMA ITSELP SHOULD BECOME 
A TARGET OP HUMAN RIGHTS CRITICS, THE WORM COULD 
TURN, OP COURSE. 
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